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COUNCIL MEETING




LEND WELCOMES

Senator Laura Ellman

Senator Suzy Glowiak Hilton
Representative Norma Hernandez
Representative Diane Blair-Sherlock
Representative Marti Deuter
Representative Michelle Mussman
Representative Terra Costa Howard
Representative Janet Yang Rohr

Maureen Juhas, Chief of Staff for Seth Lewis



I LEND EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

Co-Chair:
Dr. Jeff Schuler Superintendent, CUSD 200

Donna Cain Board President, DuPage 88

Members:

Allison Fosdick Board Member, IPSD 204

Kara Casten Board Member, CSD 99

Dr. Hector Garcia Superintendent, CCSD 181

Curt Saindon Assistant Superintendent for Business Services/ CSBO, Woodridge 68

Greg Harris Assistant Superintendent for Business/ CSBO, Downers Grove 58



I LEND FINANCE COMMITTEE

Co- Chair:
Curt Saindon Assistant Superintendent for Business Services/ CSBO, Woodridge 68
Matt Shipley Chief School Business Official, IPSD 204

Members:

Seth Chapman Assistant Superintendent for Finance and Operations/ CSBO, Glenbard 87
Dan Oberg Executive Director of Business Services, West Chicago 94

Brian Okeefe Assistant Superintendent of Business Operations, CUSD 200

Greg Harris Assistant Superintendent for Business/ CSBO Downers Grove 58

Michael Frances Chief Financial Officer/ CSBO, Naperville 203






I MCATS

The continued proration of MCATs causes financial burdens on our districts in
DuPage County.
For both regular education and special education transportation programs has been
underfunded for decades.
School districts have had to pick up more and more of the cost for this rapidly
growing service (from about 40% of the overall transportation costs in the late 1990's
and early 2000's to about 60% of the overall costs during the past decade or two).
Increased Transportation Fund property tax levies, or

o |n some cases to either eliminate or scale back the service

o Pass the cost on to parents via a parent fee/parent pay model
DuPage is a tax capped county, so to allocate more to the Transportation Levy

means there is less money left for the Education Fund Levy.



MCAT DUPAGE DATA

State Coverage
Transportation Fund Expenses
For FY20 - FY25

FY19-20 FY20-21 FY21-22 FY22-23 FY23-24 FY24-25
State Proration => (85%/83%) (95%/100%) (85%/81%) (81%/71%) (78%/64%) (72%/62%)
(payable in FY21) (payable in FY22) [payable in FY23) (payable in FY24] (payable in FY25) [payable in FY26)

School District

Downers Grove ESD58

Trans. Fund - State Revenues $948,133 $1,013,221 $1,591,123 $2,469,914 $2,594,002 $2,597,058

Trans. Fund - Total Expenses $3,455,198 $3,398,933 $4,769,996 $5,892,406 $6,753,066 $8,075,491
% of expenses covered by State Revs. 27% 30% 33% 42% 38% 32%

Woodridge ESD68

Trans. Fund - State Revenues $1,046,719 $945,702 $751,738 $1,325,267 $1,129,055 $1,350,000

Trans. Fund - Total Expenses $2,043,080 $1,533,970 $2,567,897 $3,297,947 $3,629,599 $4,550,000
% of expenses covered by State Revs. 51% 62% 29% 40% 31% 30%

West Chicago HSD94

Trans. Fund - State Revenues $748,711 $741,240 $786,857 $1,112,214 $1,385,719 1,328,944.00

Trans. Fund - Total Expenses $1,730,845 $1,346,919 $2,356,149 $2,585,093 $2,973,620 3,366,789.40
% of expenses covered by State Revs. 43% 55% 33% 43% 47% 39%

Downers Grove HSD99

Trans. Fund - State Revenues $1,452,960 $1,648,191 $1,051,173 $1,664,556 $2,190,035 $2,540,816

Trans. Fund - Total Expenses 54,426,660 $3,743,960 $5,455,467 $6,891,823 $7,869,440 $6,945,572
% of expenses covered by State Revs. 33% 44% 19% 24% 28% 37%

Naperville USD203

Trans. Fund - State Revenues $5,506,333 $4,996,592 $4,488,806 3,486,605 54,868,162 $3,585,716

Trans. Fund - Total Expenses $11,328,534 $9,251,312 511,469,356 $13,507,246 $13,400,316 $14,542,807
% of expenses covered by State Revs. 49% 54% 39% 26% 36% 25%

Indian Prairie USD204

Trans. Fund - State Revenues $10,109,482 $11,263,140 $12,584,896 $11,067,317 $11,801,727 $12,347,529

Trans. Fund - Total Expenses $19,953,167 $19,392,778 521,958,808 $23,511,624 526,739,936 $29,727,401
% of expenses covered by State Revs. 51% 58% 57% 47% 44% 42%

Queen Bee SD16

Trans. Fund - State Revenues $575,204 $486,868 $461,601 $392,929 $435,597 $675,064

Trans. Fund - Total Expenses $872,056 $831,005 $968,768 $1,147,955 $1,532,400 51,981,602
% of expenses covered by State Revs. 66% 59% 48% 34% 28% 34%
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MCAT LEGISLATION

e The following legislation will be filed and sponsored by Representative Costa
Howard:

o Beginning with the 2026-2027 school year, the State of Illinois shall
reimburse school districts at 100% of all actual and eligible costs
incurred in providing transportation as required or permitted under this
Article.



COMMITTEE




I EVIDENCE BASED FUNDING

e EBF funding has increased the “floor” of funding in Illinois, but has not
significantly increased funding for many DuPage Districts
o Approximately 90% of new funding is directed to Tier 1 Districts
o Funds for Tier 2 - Tier 4 districts have not kept up with inflation
o Categorical payments (MCATs) have seen prorations increase
e DuPage Districts continue to rely on property taxes for the majority of school
funding
e What s the target for adequately funding education?

Chicago Teachers Union President Stacy Davis Gates, speaking after dismissal at
McCutcheon Elementary School in Uptown, called on state lawmakers to deliver more
money for the school district, noting a recent assessment by the state that CPS needs
nearly $1.6 billion more each year to adequately fund its schools.

CHICAGO SUN-TIMES, AUGUST 19, 2025



I EVIDENCE BASED FUNDING

The EBF Target for a district to be adequately funded is 90%, not 100%.

EBF does not factor in several revenue sources:

o Federal aid
o Student fees
o |nvestment earnings

o TIF Surplus payments or other local incentives

Although these revenue sources vary by district, 10% appears to be a reasonable

assumption

Tier 1 Districts will generally receive more federal aid than Tier 2-Tier 4 districts



MMITTEE




LEND POLICY & MANDATES
COMMITTEE

Chair:
Dr. Hank Thiele Superintendent, CSD 99

Members:

Dr. Jean Barbanente Superintendent, DuPage 88

Dr. Patrick Broncato Superintendent, Woodridge 68

Nicole Howard Assistant Superintendent, IPSD 204

Dr. Robert Langman Superintendent, Darien 61

Dr. Michael Purcell Director of Core Curriculum, IPSD 204

Dr. Matt Rich Superintendent, Winfield 34

Dr. Jeff Schuler Superintendent, CUSD 200

Dr. Michael Lach Superintendent, Hinsdale 86

Ms. Gina R Ziccardi Associate Superintendent for Student Learning, CSD 99
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CELEBRATING A WIN FOR DUPAGE STUDENTS

e Thank You, Representative Terra Costa Howard for championing and
passing our Dual Credit bill!

e Special thanks to Representative Blair-Sherlock for laying the groundwork
for success.

Our DuPage County school districts never stop innovating — and the great ideas
that start at our LEND Council table become real because we’re fortunate to
have such strong, committed legislative leaders representing us.

THANKYOU TO OUR SPECTACULAR DUPAGE LEGISLATORS!



I WORLD LANGUAGE

e Legislation may be drafted from the LEND Policy & Mandates committee
discussions introduces targeted exceptions to the mandate, including a
counselor-guided opt-out with parent/guardian consent and exemptions for
English learners.

e LEND is part of a larger coalition of stakeholders that will work to advance the
legislation.



POLLING PLACE/ E-LEARNING
DAYS

e E-learning days
o |ISBE changed their rules and E-learning no longer counts towards the 5
emergency days, however, still can only be used in an emergency situations
(snow day, loss of electricity, etc.)
o Election day is not an emergency.

e We would like to move Legislation allowing for an additional E-learning day that
will count towards a day of regular attendance and not an emergency day.



I SCHOOL CALENDAR 101

e |n partnership with ISBE and other key stakeholders, we are
developing a “School Calendar 101” guide to support
legislators in making informed decisions about school

calendar policies.
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I HB4098- McCombie

e The State Board of Education, in coordination with the
Department of Revenue, shall establish and approve a list of
scholarship granting organizations that meet the requirements of
Section 70411 of the One Big Beautiful Bill Act to facilitate opting
the State of Illinois into the school choice tax credit provisions of
the One Big Beautiful Bill Act.



I HB4099- McCombie

e The General Assembly elects the State to: (1) participate in the federal tax credit
under the One Big Beautiful Bill Act for contributions to scholarship granting
organizations; and (2) identify such organizations within Illinois. The State
Board of Education is authorized to certify and submit a list of qualifying
organizations to the U.S. Secretary of the Treasury. Beginning January 1, 2027,
and annually thereafter, the Board must submit this list to the Secretary and
publish it on its website.



I Tier 2 Pension

e Provisions in the We are One Illinois Pension bill
o Provided by Andrew Bodewes
e Funding stream identified. Will come from bonds that expire in 2030 and 2033,
half will go to the pension deficit liability and half will go to tier 2.
e Retirement age:
o 67-62 with 35 years
o 65 with 20 years
o 67 with 10 years
e 3% simple COLA
e Maximum pensionable salary is equal to the social security wage base in any
given year
e Final average salary 6/10 instead of 8/10

***We do NOT expect any movement on this in Veto***



I K-2 Suspension Expulsion

e Final Changes We Agreed To:

o The necessity of providing the superintendent up to three days to approve suspensions of
longer than 3 days. The rationale is to ensure that the approval process does not impede the
immediate removal of a student when necessary.

o Removing the definition of a weapon but clarifying that objects other than firearms would
only be considered weapons if used to cause, or intended to cause, serious injury.

e BIP language we offered and was accepted in the final hour of session:

o For suspensions of longer than 3 days, unless a behavior plan is already in place for the
student, the length of the suspension for any student in preschool shall not be for longer than
the number of days required by the school district or early childhood program to develop and
implement a behavior intervention plan or safety plan. A behavior plan may include a
behavior intervention plan, a safety plan, or another plan developed by the school district to
address the student’s needs.

e |f this comes back in Veto session and moves as is we REMAIN NEUTRAL
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NEW MEWBER
TRAINING
fix


https://drive.google.com/file/d/1IQ6w-4kVjaWlb3I-ZImUCnHLNF60QMdc/view?usp=sharing

Thank you to our Sponsors!
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LEND CONTACT

INFORMATION

Peg Agnos, Executive Advisor
Cell: 630-632-2954
Email: pegagnos@lend-dupage.org

Jen Figurelli, Executive Director
Cell: 312-451-7278
Email: jenfigurelli@lend-dupage.org

Karli Ryan, Director
Cell: 312-799-9286
Email: karliryan@ethekos.com



